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Abstract

Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan ruled the Emirate of Abu Dhabi for
the period 1928-1966, that is, before the independence of the United Arab
Emirates in 1971. His reign coincided with many political and economic events,
as well as border problems between the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the other
emirates and neighboring countries. Consequently, Sheikh Shakhbut suffered A
lot to preserve the borders of his emirate. As for the second issue that his reign
witnessed, it was the discovery of oil and Britain’s attempt to dominate Abu
Dhabi’s oil through difficult negotiations that included many problems.
However, Sheikh Shakhbout resolutely resisted British pressures and tried, in
one way or another, to confront them. Shakhbout did not invest in the oil boom
witnessed by the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to develop his emirate. He did not
believe in modernity and development, and thus his emirate remained captive to
his ideas and far from aspects of development. He tried his best to preserve the
traditional Bedouin heritage, and thus his ideas led to the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
falling behind significantly compared to the Emirates. Neighboring areas such
as. the Emirate of Dubai and Sharjah. However, he tried to introduce some
modernity and development in Abu Dhabi after the 1950s and the flow of oll
revenues increased significantly, but very slowly.

Keywords: Sheikh Shakhbut - Abu Dhabi - Britain - border
problems - oil
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