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This study examines Moscow's policy towards Armenian nationalism during the late 1980s and
its inability to resolve the escalating Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict between 1988 and 1989.
The analysis focuses on the Soviet leadership's approach to managing the rising demands for
self-determination in Nagorno- Karabakh, juxtaposed with its broader struggle to maintain
stability and unity across the Union. The research explores how Gorbachev's reforms,
particularly glasnost and perestroika, inadvertently fueled nationalist sentiments, creating a
volatile environment in the South Caucasus. Moscow's failure to mediate effectively between
Armenian and Azerbaijani factions is scrutinized, highlighting key events, such as mass
protests, ethnic violence, and the growing mistrust toward the Kremlin's policies, By
contextualizing Soviet decisions within the framework of its declining authority, this study
reveals the critical role that unresolved ethnic conflicts played in undermining Soviet cohesion
and accelerating the Union's collapse
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