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Abstract

Georgia ( Kyrgyzstan) Due to its strategic and geographical significance,
became a coveted region for major powers such as the Safavid Empire, Russia, and
the Ottoman Empire, each vying for influence across different eras. Among these,
the Safavids played a particularly influential role, extending their control over vast
parts of Georgia to dominate vital trade routes connecting Russia, Anatolia, and
Europe.

From the Safavid state's founding in 1501 until the ascension of Shah Abbas
I in 1587, the Safavids exerted growing military and religious pressure on the local
Christian rulers in Georgia. Many were coerced or persuaded to convert to Islam in
exchange for retaining governance over their territories under Safavid sovereignty.

The Safavid rulers viewed Georgia not only as a strategic prize but also as a
rich source of human capital. They launched repeated campaigns to capture children,
youth, and women, integrating them into the administrative apparatus, the military,
and the royal court. Women often served within the palaces of Safavid elites, while
young men filled ranks in the army.

This sustained integration gave rise to a strong Georgian presence within the
Safavid state, visible in two key areas: the political influence exerted by Georgian
women within the royal palaces, and the emergence of a powerful Georgian military
class, both of which would leave a lasting imprint on the Safavid Empire’s internal
dynamics and historical trajectory.
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