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This study aims to analyze the relationship between natural resource
scarcity and economic growth, using Japan as a case study and
comparing it with a resource-rich country such as Saudi Arabia over the
period 2000-2023. The research is based on the premise that the lack of
natural resources does not necessarily hinder economic growth; rather, it
can serve as a stimulus for innovation, economic diversification, and
technological advancement when accompanied by effective policies in
education, research, and trade openness. Data were drawn from the
World Bank (WDI) and the OECD, covering key variables including real
GDP growth, natural resource dependency, public expenditure on
education, R&D spending, and trade openness. The findings reveal that
Japan has successfully transformed its resource scarcity into a
competitive advantage by investing heavily in human capital and
technological innovation. Conversely, Saudi Arabia shows a pattern of
high dependency on oil revenues, with growth fluctuations linked to
global energy price cycles. The study concludes that effective
management of scarcity can promote sustainable growth, whereas poorly
managed resource abundance may rvesult in structural imbalances,
commonly described as the “resource curse.
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Introduction 4esial .1
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5kl da) 5338 3 ) sally diall Jsall () ) i 3 ¢ (Resource Curse)a) sall 4l 5 jala & jeda Cas
(e a5l Cania s ¢yl oY) e Uadll e alaie V1 3aly ) 5 Galia)
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Methodology 4a¢ial) .2
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Theoretical side A ilall 3
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3yl JMA A0 gl Ayl ASLaall L il Al 2y o gabaBY) saill 3aS 8 sl S SIS
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Aaly s U] 8 g ladll ZUEY) 5 ¢ JSIY canleill () sall il e (el

Y Tl il b e oLl (e JLad Gl 58

Ol SIS Al 3 ) sl dpalaie ) 5 g laBY) gail) G ABMadl (s (2)5,(1) Jshaadl

(2023-2000) S 2 Aaphall 3 ) gall palalie) g abuaBY) galll (e A8l (1) Jg2ad)

U g0 | sl Sl | Al Sl GV | cadl Lo gy EXRS e )
(%) e (%) B oe (%) | & oe (%) seskills gl Ay (%) s
zul Ul e
2.8 0.1 3.5 29 436,865 | 30 2000
0.4 0.1 3.1 3.0 439,175 | 30 2001
0.3 0.1 32 3.1 421,044 | 29 2002
1.7 0.1 3.4 3.2 413,092 | 29 2003
22 0.1 3.4 33 423,081 | 30 2004
1.7 0.1 3.5 33 427,078 | 31 2005
1.4 0.1 3.3 3.4 408,674 | 32 2006
1.7 0.1 3.7 3.4 396,291 | 33 2007
-1.2 0.1 3.8 3.5 391,002 | 34 2008
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-5.7 0.1 3.6 33 348,596 | 34 2009
4.2 0.1 3.6 33 344,598 | 35 2010
-0.1 0.1 3.7 32 342,610 | 35 2011
1.5 0.1 3.8 33 342,796 | 35 2012
2.0 0.1 3.7 33 328,436 | 36 2013
0.3 0.1 3.6 34 325,989 | 36 2014
1.6 0.1 3.5 33 318,721 | 37 2015
0.8 0.1 3.5 3.2 318,381 | 37 2016
1.7 0.1 3.6 3.2 318,479 | 38 2017
0.6 0.1 3.6 33 313,567 | 38 2018
-0.4 0.1 3.6 33 307,969 | 39 2019
-4.2 0.1 3.7 34 288,472 | 40 2020
2.7 0.1 3.7 34 289,200 | 41 2021
1.0 0.1 3.8 35 289,530 | 44 2022
1.5 0.1 3.8 35 414,413 | 45 2023
0.94% 0.10% 3.58% 3.29% 358,500 35.6% | dawsial
bl

2.36 0.00 0.21 0.16 45,000 4.6 | <l
bl

Source :(World Bank Group), (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development),
(wipo), (OECD)

(2023-2000) 432 g2sl) (B dagahall 3 ) gal) dyalaic ) g 5 UaBY) gail) (s ABDlad) (2) Jgaad)

Sl e [ sl dile | e @y SR Clelpae | (%) el Zlay) [ aad)
(%) | & Ge (%) | 0n (%) e | skl s Siadl gl sy el o
<l 2 e (%)
5.6 41.8 6.3 0.15 210 84 2000
-0.6 33.8 6.4 0.16 230 82 2001
0.1 31.4 6.5 0.18 260 84 2002
7.7 37.4 6.8 0.20 290 81 2003
5.3 42.8 6.5 0.22 320 80 2004
5.6 52.3 6.4 0.24 350 78 2005
2.8 52.2 6.4 0.25 400 67 2006
34 48.5 6.2 0.27 430 56 2007
6.0 55.5 5.9 0.30 470 60 2008
-2.1 35.4 5.7 0.32 500 59 2009
4.8 42.1 5.9 0.35 560 56 2010
10.3 51.1 6.2 0.38 620 50 2011
54 49.1 6.5 0.41 710 56 2012
2.7 45.7 6.3 0.44 820 54 2013
3.7 40.9 6.1 0.48 930 57 2014
4.1 24.1 59 0.52 1,050 48 2015
1.7 19.8 5.6 0.58 1,150 50 2016
-0.7 23.9 5.3 0.62 1,250 56 2017
24 29.6 5.1 0.69 1,360 59 2018
0.3 24.8 5.3 0.75 1,450 47 2019
-3.8 19.9 5.4 0.80 1,520 51 2020
3.9 25.9 5.2 0.83 1,620 56 2021
8.7 30.4 4.8 0.90 1,750 51 2022
0.8 35.5 4.8 0.91 1,900 54 2023
3.33% 37.9% 5.88% 0.47% 889 60.8% | L siall
sl
3.67 11.2 0.55 0.25 500 12.1 | <3y
Sl

Source :(World Bank Group), (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development),
(wipo), (OECD)
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